Assessing Knowledge and Understanding Using KS2 QCA Units
Topic: 6A Interdependence and Adaptations

Evidence :




















	
	Level 3 
	Level 4
	Level 5

	Level descriptors
	· Identify ways in which an animal is suited to its environment(e.g. a fish having fins in order to swim)
· Provide simple explanations for changes in living things e.g. lack of light or water altering plant growth

· Identify ways a plant is suited to its environment

· Have a broader concept of animals likely to include amphibians and reptiles

· Have a broader concept of plant likely to include some vegetables

· Describe the effects on growth of different amounts of the survival necessity food, water , air or light

· Name simple creatures of animals that make them suited to specific habitats e.g wings, fins, eyesight , webbed feet

· Name some animals in non local habitats
	· Children identify and group things systematically
· Children recognise that feeding relationships exist between plants and animals in a habitat and describe these relationships using food chains and terms such as predator and prey
· Children identify organs e.g. stamen in different plants they observe
· Children have a 2 kingdom concept of the world
· Children have a broader concept of an animal likely to include invertebrates
· Children have a broader concept of plants to include trees grasses and mosses
· Children can name some plants in non- local habitats
	· Children describe the main functions of organs of the plant and explain how these functions are essential to the organism
· Children recognise that there is a great variety of living things that understand the importance of classification
· Children explain that different organisms are found in different habitats because of differences in environmental factors e.g. the availability of light and water
· Children use and understand the meaning of the terms consumer and producer
· The children know the function of some of the most complex features which aid survival in specific habitats e.g. gills, blubber and camouflage
· Children recognise that plants use energy from the sun in the process of photosynthesis

	How do the level descriptors relate to QCA Scheme of Work and Classroom practice  
	· Children recognise that a green plant need light and water to grow well
· Children recognise that different animals and plants live in different habitats

· Children recognise that some animals feed on other animals and some on plants

· Children can use simple keys to identify some animals and plants
	· Children will recognise that a green plant needs light and water to grow well and that it produces new material from air and water
· Children will describe how animals in 2 habitats are suited to the conditions

· Children can represent feeding relationships in food chains beginning with a green plant

· Children use keys to identify animals and plants

· Children are aware that plants take in nutrients as well as water through their roots (fertiliser investigation) 

· Children can describe the relationship between plants and animale e.g. food, shelter, shade fertiliser,seed dispersal
	Children recognise that plants produce material for new growth in air and water in the presence of light.

Children  can explain why plants are essential to food chains
Children recognise the flow of energy in food chains by the direction of the arrows 
Children can explain the benefits of  the relationship between plants and animals
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